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plenipotentiary and King's secret agent proves true to
his trust in refusing to make any surrender, without
the express orders of his sovereign whose secret com-
mands to that effect he holds* Of this the Minister for
Foreign Affairs knows nothing, The plenipotentiary
cannot serve two masters, and elects to submit himself
to the King's will, of which he alone is cognisant. For
refusing to yield to his superiors in office he is regarded
as a rebel, then a traitor, is degraded, disgraced, and
to be treated as if he were a common criminal, and this
through orders wrested from the King by his minister I
Thus Louis XV., a cowardly stranger to every emotion
of the heart, suffers his name to be used as the authority
for dishonouring the most faithful of his servants, and
because apprehensive of the fate of his papers, and
fancying he is no longer able to protect the ciistodian of
them, secretly puts him on his guard, and although he
recommends Mm to save himself if he can, remains care-
lessly indifferent to what might befall .him ; turns to
his ambassador, admits him into the secret as the sole
alternative that presents itself for ensuring himself
from being compromised, directs him to secure the
papers, to keep their existence and his possession of
them a profound secret, and retain them until such
time as he shall return to France, when he is to
deliver them in person; this ambassador being the
very man who, from the beginning, was the confidant
and tool of de Pompadour and de Praslin, and against
whose acquisition of the royal documents the pleni-
potentiary had long and successfully struggled, braving
the hostility of ministers until he had effected his own
ruin.

Had D'Eon been so inclined he might, solitary out-
cast as he was, have constituted himself master of the that if I
